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Scripture:  Acts 1:4-5, 8 NIV 

Chapter 1 

4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about.  
 
5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."  
 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Preface 
 

Last week, we examined the Lord Jesus Christ’s words to His disciples when He told them 
that He would ask the Father for another advocate to help them forever. Also, He said to 
them, “In that day,” meaning the day of Pentecost, they would ask for anything from the 
Father in His name, and it would be given to them. Everything that Jesus mentioned involved 
prayer and the Holy Spirit in their lives, and now in our lives. This is how the evangelizing of 
the nations began and continues until Jesus Christ returns to gather His saints.  It is an effort 
that requires a continuous filling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Let’s see what we will learn today: 
 
Survey of the Scripture Verses 
 

Chapter 1 
 

Jesus has risen from the dead and presented himself to many of His disciples as convincing 
proof that He was alive.  He appeared to them for forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
GOD. (V3) Their faith in the resurrection was necessary because their spiritual power relied 
upon its truth.  Also, the gospel message involves the truth of the resurrection (See Romans 
10:9-10), and the kingdom of GOD expresses the rule and reign of GOD in the hearts and lives 
of those who have trusted in Him (See Matthew 6:33). 
 
The prophecy spoken by John the Baptist about the baptism of the Holy Spirit was about to 
be fulfilled (Matthew 3:11).  If you remember, we learned last week that Jesus promised the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, too (John 14:16).  It would be a gift of great power for the disciples 
to serve the Lord and complete the work that He started (Luke 24:49). 
 
The key verse and theme of the Book of Acts is verse 8.  Jesus declared that the power for the 
disciples and the church is the Holy Spirit of GOD and not the power of man (Zechariah 4:6).   
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There was a repeated filling of the Holy Spirit upon them as they faced new challenges, 
obstacles, and opportunities. As you study the Book of Acts, you see those events in which 
the Holy Spirit continuously filled the believers. GOD used ordinary people to accomplish 
extraordinary things by the Spirit on these occasions. 
 
Keep in your heart and mind that the Holy Spirit is not a source of luxury for the church but a 
necessity that is an absolute need for prayer and ministry. Another significant point 
mentioned by Jesus to His disciples was that they would be His witnesses everywhere they 
went. What is a witness? According to the Scriptures, witnesses tell what they saw and heard 
regarding Jesus Christ and His resurrection (See Acts 4:19-20). This is no different from a 
witness in a courtroom who is summoned to tell what they know. Also, the term witness, 
translated from the original Greek language, means “martyr.” Yes, it means laying down one’s 
life for Christ’s sake. 
 
Every saved person is expected to witness and tell lost people about our Savior. Thus, they 
become a truthful witness that saves lives. (See Proverbs 14:25) But those whom GOD calls 
and gifts are expected to do the work of an evangelist (Ephesians 4:11, 2 Timothy 4:5).  
Always remember that witnessing begins at home and reaches to the ends of the world.   
 
Questions 
 

1. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Apostle Paul named many people Jesus Christ appeared 
to after His resurrection.  List those who saw Him. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. In these same verses, which tell the gospel message about Jesus Christ? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. In Chapters 1-10 of the Book of Acts, how often does the expression “We Are 
Witnesses” appear?  _____________________________ 

 
 
 
 
    


