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Scriptures: 
 
Luke 9:51-56 
 
51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 
things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading 
for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you 
want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked 
them. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” And they 
went to another village. 
 
Matthew 17:30-36 
 
30Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They 
spoke about his departure,[a] which he was about to bring to fulfillment at 
Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving 
Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have 
chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The 
disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen. 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

 8“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25333a
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Preface 
 

Our petition has been placed before the Lord in sincerity, yet we aren’t seeing the answer 
we requested. We have trusted and believed in what scriptures like, John 14:14, “If you ask 
anything in My name, I will do it.” and we wonder if God has heard us.   
 
Believers have unrestricted access to God’s attention.  Hebrews 4:16 assures us that can 
come, “BOLDLY” to the throne, “that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need”.  Therefore, let any doubt about our prayer being ignored by God be banished.  He 
hears us and our prayer will be answered….according to His Will and His Plan.  Just 
because it appears we have not received what we requested, we might have missed His 
answer. 

• If our request was wrong and God said, “No” 
• If our request was wrong and God said, “Slow” 
• If our request was wrong and God said, “Grow” 
• If our request was right and God said, “Go” 

 
Selfish Prayer 
 

It should be abundantly clear that asking God to give us “things” for our own enjoyment is 
not what believers should be seeking.  That means, we must guard against the influence of 
the flesh that prompts such requests. Examine the passage in Mark.  When His disciples 
experienced the opposition from those in Samaria against their ministry, they wanted to 
destroy the town.  They were angry, felt disrespected and wanted revenge.  They saw this as 
a personal affront to what they held dear.  Jesus rebuked them because they were blinded 
to His purpose.  Just as they were denied, James 4:3 tells us why we shouldn’t expect to get 
answers to our misplaced prayers, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, 
that you may spend it on your pleasures”.   Expect to hear “No”.   
 
But, take heart, scripture tells us that our needs are God’s concern; 
“…yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or His seed begging bread.”  (Psalm37.25) 
“Casting all you cares on Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) 
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Untimely Prayer 
 

Peter, James and John witnessed Moses and Elijah coming down from Heaven to stand with 
Jesus on that high mountain.  They were so overcome by the majesty of the moment, they 
did what they thought (in their minds) would show reverence by constructing three shrines 
to these holy figures.  Jesus stopped them.  It was not the time.  That same situation may 
affect something we’re praying for.  Where our request is out of sync with God’s purpose in 
our life, we may hear, “Wait or Slow Down”.  There could be something being birthed in us to 
manifest at the precise time it’s most effective.  We may need to develop qualities, such as 
endurance, trust, patience or submission and the delay in receiving the answer has that 
purpose. As we lean on God’s wisdom, what seems to be a “No” is really a “Not yet”. 
“And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, Lord, have not forsaken 
those who seek You.” (Psalm 9:10) 
 
Incompatible Prayer 
 

When someone in our life is not ready to receive a responsibility or privilege they’ve 
requested from us, our answer is usually, “When you get a little older or trained to handle 
what I want to give you.”  It’s not that we don’t want them to have it, they are not ready and 
are likely to hurt themselves or others.  God can respond in the same manner for what we 
request of him.  Are we ready for the ministerial responsibility we asked for?  Have we 
prepared for the new job we’re seeking?  We can trust Him to know if our motive for a prayer 
is not in our best interest.  If we are have not been seen what we requested, ask ourselves: 

• Would it bring glory to Him? 
• Would it advance His kingdom? 
• Would it help people? 
• Would it help me grow spiritually? 

 
If we examine our request through these questions, our prayer may transform to “Lord, help 
me to grow in trust of Your wisdom and conform to Your will”.  God may have something 
better in store. 
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Rewarded Prayer 
 

Our belief is bolstered when we see the Hand of God moving upon a situation.  Seeing God 
respond to our prayer is joyous!  These experiences bolster our testimonies to sustain our 
faith and give us incontestable evidence that God has been real in our life!  “16 Rejoice 
always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) We find God’s love in every answer we 
receive from Him.  Our blessings are encouraging and empowering so that we might 
accomplish the things assigned to us.  All that we know and do to bring Him glory is fit for 
His support.  He is eternal and His perspective is eternal.  We can trust Him. 
 
Discussion: 

1.  During His time in the wilderness, Satan came to tempt Jesus by offering him fame 
and worldly things.  How can we distinguish between Satan’s temporary gifts and 
those of God? 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. While some Christians believe God is willing to answer prayer, some question 
God’s interest in doing so.  What do you think might cause Christians to believe 
this? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


