BEIHEL

FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Lighting the way through love, faith, prayer and the word!

Weekly Bible Study
Lesson: Prayer + 120 Faithful = Heavenly Power

Scripture: Acts 1:15,24-25; 2:1-4 NIV
Chapter 1

5 In those days, Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred
and twenty)

24Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have
chosen

2to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs."

Chapter 2

"When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.

2Suddenly, a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting.

3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them.

4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them.

Preface

The title of this lesson probably caused you to say, “This is different.” It is, and it is
deliberately expressed as a mathematical equation to bring to our attention three essential
things during this lesson. First, the importance of prayer in the church's life, especially in the
local church. Secondly, there is the need for faithful believers to gather and pray solemnly
together. Lastly, the desire to be continuously filled with the heavenly power of the Holy Spirit
to witness and serve.

What will it take to be Christ’s church living like this? When we look at the disciples before
Pentecost, we see their obedience to Jesus’command to returnto Jerusalem. (Acts 1:4) Also,
we see a diverse group of people returning to the “upper room,” both men and women from
different walks of life. There were the apostle leaders, ordinary people, and the brothers of
Jesus’ earthly family who did not believe in Him as Christ until after His resurrection. Yes,
even His beloved mother was among those in that room. A total of 120 people gathered
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together to adore and magnify Him as the “Risen Lord.” (Luke 24:52-53, Acts 1:12-14) They
learned to put the desire to be great in this audience behind them. Most important to them
was fulfilling the commissioned assignment that He gave them. (Acts 1:8)

Let’s see what we can learn from them today:

Survey of the Scripture Verses

Chapter 1

Itis good to see Peter as the leader of this assembly of people. His faith did not fail him; he
was back strengthening the believers just as the Lord Jesus told him he would do. (Luke
22:31-32) As they entered their first day together after the Ascension of the Lord, he called
for a meeting so they could find another leader to replace Judas Iscariot, who killed himself
after he betrayed the Lord. (Read Acts 1:15-20) When they nominated the two brethren, the
very next thing the assembly did was pray. They asked the LORD GOD to show them whom
He chose to replace Judas. Afterwards, they voted and Matthias was selected as the
replacement apostle. (vv 23-24)

Notice that they did not elect Matthias first and then pray for GOD’s approval. It was
necessary to seek GOD first, and while the Scriptures are silent about them, asking in Jesus'
name, they knew how to make this request known to GOD. When it comes to difficult
decisions in life, do we take them to the Lord in prayer first before acting? Regardless of how
simple or complex the matter may be, pray aboutitfirst and then act on GOD’s answer. Even
if you are nervous and wringing your hands together, trust GOD to guide you along the path.
Remember the Lord’s words: “Have Faith in GOD.” (Mark 11:22) Our prayers must be faith-
filled to accomplish what the Lord Jesus expects of His disciples today.

Chapter 2

For ten days, the 120 believers stayed together in the upper room. However, this was not all
of the people who followed Jesus’ earthly ministry. When you consider the 500 believers that
He appeared to, as mentioned in Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church, we see that the 120
believers were a fraction of Christ’s followers to complete the commissioned assignment. (1
Corinthians 15:6) They knew Jesus told them they would be baptized with the Holy Spiritin a
few days, and they would be ready for His coming. (Acts 1:5) These were the faithful few to
preach the gospeland make disciples as the Lord commanded. (Mark 16:15, Matthew 28:19)
Whether the ends of the earth were several million people, like in the first century, or several
billion people, like today, the same goal is to reach the nations with the gospel message.
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What would be the secret for them to achieve this glorious work? The power of the Holy
Spirit. He is the heavenly power sent by the Father and the Son to ignite their lives to start
this great work. Because GOD is not partial or shows no favoritism, His eternal combustion
is present for the church today. As a reminder, we received the gift of the Holy Spirit when we
were saved, and all we need to witness and serve is this continuous filling of the Spirit. Then,
what are we lacking? Unity in the body? For the early church, being in one accord was their
blessed unity.

For this to happen, the people had to address all the walls of separation among them. Walls
like division, envy, or strife when someone is recognized and others are not, being an accuser
of the believers when they cannot be on top, and racial bias among themselves, to name a
few of the barriers. We can be assured that they addressed many other walls of separation
to obtain this “one accord” amongst them. You should know that the devil has thousands of
ways of trying to divide the body of Christ. But they overcame all of these to establish unity
for the coming day.

What did the Lord teach them as the ways and means to overcome the power of the devil?
Let us start with “love one another,” first and foremost. (John 13:34-35) Another was “show
hospitality to one another.” (1 Peter 4:9) Again, another was “fellowship with one another.” (1
John 1:7) And one more was “be at peace with one another.” (Mark 9:50) There are many more
like these.

As we approach the conclusion of this study, let us restate this fact about the Holy Spirit
once more: The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Jesus Christ in the life and witness of
the believer. (John 16:14) This is the most important thing about the church. When the day of
Pentecost came, the early believers were prepared and ready in oneness to be filled with the
Holy Spirit’s power. This was a one-of-a-kind experience on that dayin Christian History. We
observe the noise like a mighty rushing wind filling the room where those saints were
gathered. We see a description of “tongues like fire” being distributed and restingupon them.
Lastly, we know that they were filled with the Holy Spirit’s power and began to speak in the
many language dialects known in Jerusalem on that day. (vv 7-4) The Holy Spirit worked these
things and distributed to each one individually as He willed. (1 Corinthians 12:11)

Today's takeaway is that the church can experience new Holy Spirit fillings to witness to
others and serve in the church. Also, we can develop a patient prayer life by remembering
that those early saints prayed for ten days, waiting for the Holy Spirit’s divine visitation with
them. We must remember that GOD will not give us more than we can bear. We pray that you
have been blessed.
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Questions

1. What are at least five examples in the Book of Acts that show the early church
was consistent in prayer? List chapter and verses in the space below.

2. Being in “one accord” was significant to the early church believers. What does
the phrase generally mean? How many times in the Book of Acts is it found?

3. Our lesson shows four “one another” phrases. Search the New Testament for at
least six more phrases and list them below. (/t is okay to use the Google search
engine.)
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