BEIHEL

FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Lighting the way through love, faith, prayer and the word!

Weekly Bible Study
Lesson: Prayer, Trust and Faith

Scriptures:

Mark 11:22-23

22 S0 Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. % For assuredly, | say to you,
whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,” and does not doubt
in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he
says.”

Matthew 8:5-10

5Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with

Him, ¢saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”

7 And Jesus said to him, “/ will come and heal him.”

8The centurion answered and said, “Lord, | am not worthy that You should come under my
roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. ®For | also am a man under
authority, having soldiers under me. And | say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to
another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.”

"When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, | say to
you, | have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!

James 5:17-18

7Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain;
and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. "® And he prayed again, and
the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.

I Kings 18:1
And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third
year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and | will send rain on the earth.”

Preface

God is no respecter of persons, yet we can be perplexed when others receive the desired
answer to their prayer while we wonder when we will get our request. Let’s be real. Some of
us become doubtful, become angry and even become hopeless. Our petition to God
expects to see Him intervene in situation that is causing us so much grief. Yes, the faith we
have in our prayer is the substance and evidence of the unseen thing we are hoping for.
But, when it seems that Heaven is silent, what is our recourse? Trust God!
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Our Heavenly Father has said He has plans “to prosper us” and “plans to give us a hope
and a future” (Jeremiah 29:11) Where else can we place our trust? Notin man. Notin
things. He is trustworthy and faithful. To trust Him with our plea is to place it with the
Almighty creator who has made everyone and everything connected to what we’re facing.
Do we not have absolute assurance that eternity with Him is already ours? What is that
compared to the problem we have in this moment of time. He will answer prayer. Psalms
6:9 gives us this affirmation, “The Lord has heard my supplication; The Lord will receive my
prayer.”

Jesus told His disciples that they should have faith in God and that “whosoever says to this
mountain, “Be removed and cast into the sea and does not doubt in his heart, it will be
done...”. To often, the attention is on the mountain rather than the God who created it.

Overcoming Mountains

There are no accounts of Jesus or His disciples causing great rocky peaks to be uprooted
and tossed into the ocean. But can see the image Jesus invoked to His followers about the
capability gained by trusting in God? What they heard before the moving mountains part
was, “Have faith in God.”

1 Chronicles 29:11
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty,
for all thatis in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you

are exalted as head above all. (emphasis added)

God is all-powerful, we can rest in His control of all we encounter, and we can give it over to
Him. Learning to trustin God’s power begins with knowing Him. As we give our needs over
to our Father and see His divine resolution, the record of His interventions builds a
personal “faith file”. Praying in faith may be A Prayer of Faith with Assurance when God has
shown us the outcome or A Prayer of The Faith with Submission when that outcome
remains hidden.

Prayer of Faith with Assurance

There are times when God gives a word about a future event, often with instructions for us
to follow. Mary and Joseph were told to take an arduous journey to Egypt with a young child
because Herod would begin a murderous campaign to eliminate male children less than
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2 yrs. old. (Matthew 2:13-15) They had faith in the messenger was from God. They had
faith to flee in the middle of the night to a country where their accommodations, their care
network and their occupation were unknown. However, their experience had been
declared centuries before by the prophet, Hosea, “...and out of Egypt | called My son.”
(Hosea 11:1) The situation had been foretold, the parents of Jesus had to rely in faith that
what God had said would come to pass.

If God has revealed something awaiting us, we should be ready to respond. There will
probably a journey involved, and we may only be able to see the next step in front of us, but
holding onto the faith that if God has said it, it is “Yea and Amen!” (2 Corinthians 1:20)

Prayer of Faith with Submission

Praying when we aren’t certain of the outcome it the time to submit to God’s mercy, grace,
benevolence, and His faithfulness. Submission rests on trust. Trust that has come from
experiencing God’s hand in past situations. When we lift up our needs to our Lord, we are
not always sure how He will respond. But we should know that there is no better place to
leave that request than with the Almighty.

Itis well known that the Apostle Paul suffered from a “thorn in his side”. (2 Corinthians
12:7) Whether it was a physical abnormality or demonic resistance, God did not remove it
although he prayed three times for relief. God replied that “His grace was sufficient”,
therefore, Paul didn’t get an understanding of why that problem wasn’t removed until he
stood before the Lord.

As we pray with the belief that our God is hearing us and that He will answer, the prayers
are bound with our faith. Faith that is built on trust. Trust that is strengthened through
experience. Experiences that form a testimony that with the Word and the Blood of the
Lamb, overcome the evil one. (Revelation 12:11)
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Discussion:

1. What does a prayer aligned with God’s will look like?

2. Whatis the purpose of incorporating the Word in our prayers?
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